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The State of HPV 
Vaccination Currently
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HPV Vaccination Recommendations

HPV vaccination is recommended for routine vaccination at age 11 or 12 
years and may be started at age 9. On-time HPV vaccination by the 13th 
birthday protects best.

Sources: HPV vaccination recommendations are based on previous ACIP recommendations [MMWR, August 16, 2019, Vol 68(32);698-702 and MMWR, December 16, 2016, 
Vol 65(49);1405-1408], which are consistent with current recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics and American Cancer Society for on-time HPV vaccination.
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HPV Vaccination in Arkansas

Arkansas ranks 8th among Southeastern states 
in up-to-date (UTD) HPV vaccination coverage 
among 13-17-year-olds, according to NIS-Teen 
data.
Sources: Pingali C, Yankey D, Elam-Evans LD, et al. Vaccination Coverage Among Adolescents Aged 13–17 Years — National Immunization Survey-Teen, United States, 
2024. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2025;74:466–472. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7430a1; Arkansas Department of Health data accessed through 
ImmunizeAR: https://www.immunizear.org/_files/ugd/14a95a_ae946c38ec5c479a88e3fc2d1cdc2195.pdf 
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According to Arkansas Department of Health 
data, Bradley County with a rate of 29.6% has 
the highest 2+ dose HPV vaccination coverage 
among 11-14-year-olds.
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Source: Cancer Prevention & Early Detection Facts & Figures 2026 (Using NIS-Teen data)

State or 
Jurisdiction

Up to date 
before 13th 

birthday

Rank
(1=low)

Alabama 43% 38

Arkansas 32% 7

District of Columbia 42% 35

Florida 41% 33

Georgia 22% 2

Kentucky 31% 6

Louisiana 37% 23

Mississippi Estimates are statistically unstable and not 
shown

North Carolina 34% 10

Puerto Rico 56% 50

South Carolina 35% 14

Tennessee 35% 14

Virginia 38% 27

West Virginia 26% 3

On-time HPV Vaccination in 
Arkansas
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https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/cancer-prevention-and-early-detection-facts-and-figures/2026-cped-files/cped-2026-tables-and-figures.pdf
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HPV vaccination offers us awesome cancer and disease 
prevention potential – and the opportunity for elimination 
of HPV cancers, starting with cervical cancer as a public 

health concern – if we can increase coverage. 



About the HPV 
Vaccination Roundtable 
of the Southeast



Opportunities for HPV Cancer Prevention in the 
Southeastern U.S.

In the Southeastern U.S.:
• Low HPV vaccination coverage
• High HPV cancer rates
• High levels of vaccination 

hesitancy
• Lack of strong provider 

recommendations
• Myths and misconceptions
• Access to vaccination challenges
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Communication Elimination Start at Age 9 and Other Best 
Practices

Develop and implement a 
communication campaign and 
messages for the Southeastern 
region 

Develop and disseminate a plan for 
HPV cancer elimination in the 
Southeast, beginning with cervical 
cancer as a public health concern 

Accelerate efforts to start HPV 
vaccination at age 9 and other best 
practices 

Southeast Roundtable Priority Actions
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Starting in 2024, members of the Southeast Roundtable identified three areas of opportunity for action 
and impact: 1) Communication, 2) Elimination, and 3) Start at Age 9 and Other Best Practices. Recently, 
at the in-person meeting, the three priority actions remain but strategies for each have evolved based 
on accomplishments since 2024. 



Communication Elimination Start at Age 9 and Other Best 
Practices

In January 2025, launched the “It’s 
Our Way Down South” regionally-
tailored communication campaign. 
Implementation and evaluation have 
continued.

In September 2025, the second-ever 
elimination plan in the U.S. was 
released for the Southeastern U.S. 
Additional supportive resources, 
including a toolkit followed. 

Since 2024, hosted training 
experiences in support of the entire 
health care team implementing best 
practices and starting HPV 
vaccination at age 9.

Southeast Roundtable Priority Action: Accomplishments
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Shown here are major accomplishments across each of the priority actions since 2024. These activities 
have informed next steps to further our reach and impact across the region.



Join Us as We Work to Prevent HPV Cancers across the 
Southeastern U.S.

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Attendees at the in-person meeting of the Southeast 
Roundtable in March 2026.

Anyone is welcome to join the Roundtable 
who shares our commitment to improve HPV 
vaccination across the Southeast 

stjude.org/SERTmem

https://stjudepreventhpv.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cIUEi1jbBKrUdGm
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Eliminating HPV 
Cancers, Starting with 
Cervical Cancer as a 
Public Health Concern



Defining Cervical Cancer Elimination
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Key Parts of Cervical Cancer Elimination
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HPV 
Vaccination

Cervical Cancer 
Screening

Cervical Cancer 
Management and 

Treatment

Elimination includes three primary pillars: 1) HPV vaccination, 2) Cervical cancer 
screening, and 3) Cervical cancer management and treatment. In addition, important 
foundational elements, such as awareness, education, financing, supports for survivors, 
and others, may be necessary to achieve elimination.



World Health Organization Cervical Cancer Elimination Initiative

Source: World Health Organization: https://www.who.int/initiatives/cervical-cancer-elimination-initiative 
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Sources: Giuliano AR. The Road to Cervical Cancer Elimination. In: Ramirez AG, Trapido EJ, editors. Advancing the Science of Cancer in Latinos: Building Collaboration for 
Action [Internet]. Cham (CH): Springer; 2023 Nov 15. Chapter 17. Bookshelf ID: NBK595790. doi: 10.1007/978-3-031-14436-3_17. Burger EA et al. Disparities in cervical 
cancer elimination time frames in the United States: a comparative modeling study. J Natl Cancer Inst. 2025 Jul 1;117(7):1498-1502. 

Cervical cancer elimination is 
possible by 2030 if goals for both 
HPV vaccination (90%) and cervical 
cancer screening (90%) are met.
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In 2021, 12,038 new cases of cervical cancer, and 4,351 cervical cancer 
deaths were reported nationwide. The Southeast contributed 30.7% of cases 
and 33.7% of deaths.

Sources: Amboree TL et al. The cervical cancer divide: state variation in incidence, mortality, and progress toward elimination in the United States. JNCI Cancer Spectr. 2026 
Jan 9;10(1):pkag005. doi: 10.1093/jncics/pkag005. PMID: 41581143; PMCID: PMC12908680. U.S. Cancer Statistics Working Group. U.S. Cancer Statistics Data 
Visualizations Tool. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Cancer 
Institute;https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz, released in June 2025. Cervical Cancer in Arkansas 2025 Data Update: https://healthy.arkansas.gov/wp-
content/uploads/Cervical-cancer-data-update_2025.pdf 

Cervical Carcinoma Incidence Rates (Age-adjusted), 
Female, 2018-2022, Rate per 100,000 women
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Southeast U.S. Call to 
Action: Elimination of HPV 
Cancers, Starting with 
Cervical Cancer, As a Public 
Health Concern



Launch of the Southeast U.S. Call to Action: Elimination of HPV Cancers 
Starting with Cervical Cancer as a Public Health Concern, September 9, 2025

Access the landing page:

stjude.org/southeast-elimination
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80%80%80%
Elaborate on what 
you want to discuss.

Elaborate on what 
you want to discuss.

Southeast Roundtable Elimination At-A-Glance

HPV Vaccination Cervical Cancer Screening Follow-Up, Diagnosis, & 
Treatment

Increase the percentage of adolescents aged 13-17 
years—and starting at age 9 where data are 

available—across the Southeast completing the 
HPV vaccination series to 80% by 2030.

Increase the percentage of people with a cervix 
across the Southeast who are up to date on 
cervical cancer screening per current U.S. 

Preventive Services Task Force guidelines to 
80% by 2030.

Increase the percentage of people with a cervix 
across the Southeast who receive follow-up, 

diagnosis, and treatment (if needed) for 
abnormal screening results to 80% by 2030.

• Promote HPV vaccination through regional 
campaigns (e.g., It’s Our Way Down South)

• Train providers on effective recommendations 
and addressing vaccine hesitancy

• Implement quality improvement (QI) strategies 
(e.g., reminder/recall systems, standing orders) 

• Support provider participation in immunization 
information systems and Vaccines For Children 
programs

• Monitor vaccination data by geography and 
demographics

• Track and respond to changes in national HPV 
vaccination recommendations

• Promote U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
cervical cancer screening guidelines

• Train providers in quality improvement strategies 
for screening and follow-up

• Expand access to follow-up and treatment 
through mobile colposcopy units

• Increase provider capacity by training nurse 
practitioners as colposcopy providers

• Monitor screening and incidence data by 
geographic unit and demographics

• Increase awareness that cervical cancer is 
preventable and curable when caught early

• Promote provider use of the American Society for 
Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology risk-based 
management app and guidelines

• Monitor follow-up, diagnosis, and treatment data 
by geography and demographics

stjude.org/southeast-elimination

Provide support for elimination planning 
efforts to states and jurisdictions in the 
Southeast region. 

Develop and disseminate elimination 
resources to states and jurisdictions in 
the Southeast region. 

Provide technical assistance to states 
and jurisdictions in the Southeast 
region.

ELIMINATION SUPPORT STRATEGIES



Elimination Implementation Team Assets

• Updated September, 2025   Elimination Fact Sheet

• Conducted August – December, 2024
• Supplemented by individual meetings with subject matter experts

Elimination Policy in the Southeast Needs 
Assessment Report

• Informed by the results of the regional needs assessment
• Provides initial guidance for elimination planning efforts

Southeast U.S. Call to Action: The 
elimination of HPV cancers starting with 

cervical cancer as a public health concern

• Intended to support direct implementation of state elimination 
plans

Toolkit to support the Southeast U.S. Call to 
Action: The elimination of HPV cancers starting 
with cervical cancer as a public health concern

• Download the Call to Action (and more) and request access to the 
toolkit at stjude.org/southeast-elimination

Southeast Roundtable Elimination Landing 
Page

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Elimination Fact Sheet
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Toolkit to Support the Southeast U.S. Call to Action
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HPV Vaccination Roundtable of the Southeast

How to Access the 
Campaign
Click here or scan the QR code 
for the campaign materials 
request form.

How to Request Campaign 
Print Materials 
Click here or scan the QR code
for the print materials request 
form.

It’s Our Way Down South Campaign Materials

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable
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Evaluation: RE-AIM Framework

Which states/
organizations 

are 
implementing/

utilizing?

Are strategies 
and resources 
being used as 

intended?

Are initiatives 
progressing 
and/or being 

sustained over 
time?

Who is 
engaging with 
the plan and 

toolkit?

Are resources 
improving 

planning and 
action?

Adoption

Reach Effectiveness

Implementation Maintenance

Reach, Effectiveness, Adoption, Implementation, Maintenance (RE-AIM) (Glasgow et al., 1999)
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Evaluation: Importance of State-Level Evaluation

• Why State-Level Use Matters
• Enables states to evaluate their own elimination plans against regional benchmarks.
• Ensures strategies reflect local contexts (burden, resources, readiness).

• Toolkit Resources Available
• Evaluation template resources help track reach, effectiveness, and sustainability at the state 

level.

• State engagement is essential to ensure progress toward HPV cancer 
elimination across the Southeast!
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Access Southeast Roundtable Elimination Materials

Download elimination resources, including the Call 
to Action, and request access to the toolkit at:

stjude.org/southeast-elimination

Please email PreventHPV@stjude.org to access promotional materials or with any questions!

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable
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Elimination Progress Across the Southeast 

OPERATION WIPEOUT
ALABAMA 

THE BAYOU BLUEPRINT
LOUISIANA  

STAMP OUT 
KENTUCKY

FLORIDA
FORWARD

TBD 
MISSISSIPPI

TBD 
ARKANSAS

TBD 
GEORGIA

Published Strategies 

In Progress 

Outside of the Southeast but Influenced by the Southeast Roundtable

Texas Cervical Cancer 
Elimination Plan
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Alabama
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https://operationwipeout.org/



Louisiana
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https://louisianacancer.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Cervical-Cancer-Elimination.pdf



Mississippi
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All aboard the Elimination Express: Next Stop Arkansas  
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We can eliminate HPV cancers, 
beginning with cervical cancer as 
a public health concern. 
Are we ready? Are you ready?
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Thank you! 

Contact us at 
PreventHPV@stjude.org 
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Membership Form 

http://stjude.org/SERTmem 

http://stjude.org/sertmem
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